School Annual Education Report (AER) Cover Letter

August 18, 2010
Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information on the 2009-2010 educational progress for Richfield Public School Academy.    The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, please contact Pamela Haldy, CAO or Jamie Mlinarich, ACAO for assistance.

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site http://richfieldpsa.org  and clicking on the AER Report or you may review a copy from the CAO/Principal’s office at your child’s school.

School made AYP for 2 or more years consecutively

For 2009-2010, Richfield Public School Academy made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in English language arts and mathematics.  While we are pleased to have reached this important goal, we are continuously working to improve. We appreciate the continued support of parents, staff and our community in this effort.

We would also like to inform you of other important processes and information regarding Richfield Public School Academy:

Process for Assigning Pupils to the School  
Students are accepted at Richfield Public School Academy upon the completion of an application with supporting documents and based on available student slots in that grade level.  Students who have been expelled or suspended from their home district will not be considered for enrollment until the expiration of the expulsion or suspension.

The Status of the 3-5 Year School Improvement Plan
Richfield Public School Academy updates the School Improvement Plan annually and views it as a document in support of decisions regarding instructional practices.   The goals and strategies are revised based on the data for student achievement to maintain a focus on continuous student academic growth.  For the 2009-10 School Year Richfield Public School Academy met the School Improvement Goals.

A Brief Description of our School 

Richfield Public School Academy serves students in grades Pre-K through Eight.

The Pre-School is held off-site at the Eagles Nest Day Care Center.  We are a certified Title I School.   Our instructional program includes fully certified and highly qualified classroom teachers, intervention teachers at every grade level, a reading recovery teacher, specials teachers, special education teachers, a speech pathologist and school psychologist.  Our instructional staff also includes highly qualified Instructional Aides in grades K-5 and several instructional coaches/ curriculum specialists to support the teachers in their efforts to provide best practice, research proven instructional strategies.   

In addition to the core classes of Math, Science, Reading, Writing and Paragon/Social Studies, our school offers classes in Art (which is new this year), PE/Health, Music, and Technology.  Our instructional program extends beyond the school-day to offer Tutorial sessions for Reading and Math and Homework Club sessions.   We have a School Counselor, School Social Worker, and Parent Liaison to assist our students and families with needs outside of the academic realm.  Richfield has a Positive Behavior Support Program which is overseen by our Behavior Intervention Specialist.  Richfield has a full kitchen staff to provide lunch and breakfast for all students.  We offer before and after school care through our Oasis Program.  We offer after-school enrichment classes and Boys and Girls Leadership Clubs.  We offer many programs that occur within the school day such as WINGS mentoring, Colorful Connections Mentoring, and many other counseling/social work groups to address student needs. 

Accessing a Copy of the Core Curriculum 
Richfield Public School Academy’s Core Curriculum is available at the school office upon request made to Angela Boyd, Curriculum Implementation Specialist.  The core curriculum is aligned with the State’s Model.  The Paragon Curriculum varies slightly from the State Social Studies Curriculum; however, the state requirements are imbedded in the Paragon Units. 

The Aggregate Student Achievement Results
	RPSA MEAP Comparison
	
	Students Achieving Levels 1 & 2

	
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005

	Grade 3 - All Students
	
	
	
	
	

	ELA
	
	72%
	55%
	68%
	70%

	Reading
	79%
	83%
	73%
	77%
	76%

	Writing
	
	45%
	22%
	31%
	44%

	Math
	94%
	79%
	79%
	73%
	78%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 4 - All Students
	
	
	
	
	

	ELA
	
	50%
	67%
	44%
	36%

	Reading
	73%
	58%
	71%
	57%
	53%

	Writing
	
	21%
	20%
	19%
	16%

	Math
	91%
	72%
	79%
	61%
	53%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 5 - All Students
	
	
	
	
	

	ELA
	
	62%
	62%
	28%
	38%

	Reading
	72%
	71%
	74%
	45%
	43%

	Writing
	
	46%
	40%
	17%
	40%

	Math
	63%
	57%
	52%
	34%
	38%

	Science
	61%
	68%
	76%
	49%
	48%

	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005

	Grade 6 - All Students
	
	
	
	
	

	ELA
	
	74%
	58%
	51%
	21%

	Reading
	84%
	70%
	65%
	59%
	32%

	Writing
	
	63%
	56%
	46%
	25%

	Math
	76%
	65%
	57%
	31%
	21%

	Social Studies
	52%
	59%
	56%
	26%
	25%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 7 - All Students
	
	
	
	
	

	ELA
	
	71%
	58%
	55%
	8%

	Reading
	72%
	65%
	58%
	67%
	21%

	Writing
	
	79%
	60%
	45%
	8%

	Math
	72%
	71%
	62%
	39%
	21%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 8 - All Students
	
	
	
	
	

	ELA
	
	76%
	51%
	31%
	N/A

	Reading
	83%
	70%
	60%
	38%
	N/A

	Writing
	
	79%
	51%
	19%
	N/A

	Math 
	57%
	63%
	51%
	56%
	N/A

	Science
	66%
	81%
	63%
	44%
	N/A


(Please also see the attachment to this document which provides more information regarding the MEAP assessments)

The Number and Percent of Students Represented by Parents

 at Parent-Teacher Conferences 

During the 2009-2010 school year Richfield Public School Academy provided three separate opportunities for parents to attend Parent-Teacher Conferences.   During these three sessions 564 of the 599 enrolled students were represented by a parent or guardian at Parent-Teacher Conferences.   The percentage of students that had parental or guardian representation at Parent-Teacher conferences for the 2009-2010 school year was 94%.
Congratulations to all of the students and parents of Richfield Public School Academy for your hard work and dedication to academic achievement.  Your dedication to your (and your child’s) education is evident in the progress that the school has made for student academic growth. We look forward to another successful year in helping you to achieve your highest potential in your educational pursuit.
Sincerely, 

Pamela K. Haldy

CAO/Principal

Richfield Public School Academy
